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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB
STATES
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
between
The General Secretariat of the League of Arab States and
the Government of Australia

The General Secretariat of the League of Arab States and
the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia
hereinafter referred to as “the Parties”,

CONSCIOUS of the need and benefit to further
strengthen their friendly relations, co-operation and mutual
understanding;

CONSIDERING that their co-operation and mutual
understanding further contributes to the promotion of
international peace and security;

CONSCIOUS of the usefulness of regular consultations
and exchanges of views between the two Parties on bilateral
relations and international issues of common interest;

Have decided as follows:

1. To establish the Australia-Arab Dialogue as the
mechanism to promote cooperation in areas of mutual
interest.

2. The Australia-Arab Dialogue will comprise but not be
limited to regular consultations between the Parties at
official and ministerial level with the goal of extending
and deepening bilateral co-operation between the Parties
and enhancing exchange and dialogue on international
issues of common interest. The Dialogue will comprise,
but not be limited to:

2.1 Annual meetings between the Secretary General of
the League of Arab States and the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Australia, including during the
opening session of the UN General Assembly, and
as mutually convenient.
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2.2

2.3

2.4

(a) details concerning the program, dates and
venues of the consultations between the Secretary
General of the League of Arab States and the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Australia will be
mutually decided by the Parties through diplomatic
channels.

Meetings between the Permanent Representative of
Australia to the United Nations and the Council of
Arab Ambassadors working as Permanent
Representatives at the UN, together with the chief
of the League of Arab States Mission in New York
periodically as required in New York. The meetings
may precede the inauguration of the UN General
Assembly and the meeting between the Australian
Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Secretary
General of the League of Arab States.

Biennial consultations between officials of the
Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
and their counterparts in the General Secretariat of
the Arab League, held alternatively in Canberra
and Cairo, in order to exchange views on
international and regional matters of mutual
interest.

(a) with the first such consultations at this level to
occur within one year of the signing of this MoU.

Meetings between the Australian Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Arab Ambassadors based in
Canberra, as mutually convenient.
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The consultations between the Parties will be
comprehensive, covering political issues of common
interest as well as exploring opportunities for cooperation
in fields of mutual interest, such as economic,
commercial, scientific, technical, educational,
environmental, agricultural and cultural fields.

The Parties will explore ways to promote economic and
trade links between the Arab and Australian private
sectors, including through existing private sector bodies.

The diplomatic and consular missions of the two Parties
in third countries, the missions of the two Parties at the
United Nations and other international organizations, as
well as the representatives of the two Parties attending
international conferences, will maintain regular
consultations and will increase the exchange of views on
matters of common interest, including in multilateral
fora.

The provisions of this Memorandum of Understanding
will not prejudice any international treaties or
agreements to which the General Secretariat of the
League of Arab States or the Government of Australia is

party.

This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended by
mutual consent of the two Parties. Any dispute
concerning the interpretation or application of this
Memorandum of Understanding will be settled amicably
through consultations or negotiations.

This Memorandum of Understanding will come into effect
on the date of its signature.
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8.1 It will remain in effect for a period of 5 (five) years
and will be automatically renewed for the same
period unless either Party gives notice in writing of
its intention to terminate the Memorandum of
Understanding.

In witness whereof, the undersigned, duly authorised by
the Government of Australia and the League of Arab States,
have signed this Memorandum of Understanding.

Signed in New York on?\ /9/2011, in two originals, each
in the Arabic and English languages, both texts being equally

authentic.
For the General Secretariat of For the Government of
The League of Arab States Australia
Y. D
- %t VA T
Nabil Elaraby Kevin Rudd

The Secretary General Foreign Minister of Australia |






