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League of Arab States
General Secretariat

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
Between
The League of Arab States and the World Bank

—_—

The League of Arab States (LAS) and the World Bank (WIi3)
referred to herewith as the “Parties” expressed the desire 1o strengthen
and enharce their collaboration, recognizing the importance of
cooperation and consultation for the benefit of the Leaguc of Arab Statcs
and its members. Setting a cooperation framework between the Parties
shall enable them to fulfill their respective mandates in the arcas of
cconomic cooperation and sociai evelopment in the Arab region, more
eflectively.

The Parties recognize that members of the LAS could garner
enormous gains through adopting a regional approach to key £Conomi¢
and social develcpment challenges facing the members of the League of
Arab States. Cooperation in this context would provide a [ramework that
can assist Arab states to bencfit more effectively and learn from each
other’s experience. The Parties also recognize and value the gains froma
partnership framework that this MoU will provide to increasing the

effectiveness of their collaboration.

Tnerefore, both parties agreed as follows:

Article One: Objectives,

1. To assist LAS and its members in the development of regional
activities and investment that can accelerate social and economic
de-eloprment, including. achieving the Millennium Develorment
Goals (MDGs).

2 'To enhence cooperaiion between the Parties in the implementation of
development initiatives of mutual intercst, such as those being
support:d under the Arab World Initiative (AWT) and under the Arab
Economic, Social and Devclopmental Summits.
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Article Two: Cooperation Areas:

The Parties agree 10 foster co-operation and coordination on the
economic and social development agenda of mutual interest that beretfit
their member countrics, particularly as they relate to trade und
investment; private scctor development; micro, small and medium
enterpriscs’  (MSMFEs) access to  finance; infrastructure; poverty
alleviation; ecucation; scientific research; knowledge socicty; health
care; gender lssues; youth issues and facing unemployment, as well as,
other areas of inutual interest to the two parties.

Article Three: Work Mechanisms and Monitoring:

I. The Parties agree to cooperate and leverage their capacitics in
mobilizing lunding for a work program of activities that fall under
this MoU. They also agree that they may contribute their resources to
finance some activities that are agreed under this MolJ subject to the
Parties’ respective inlernal approval processes, as well as to the
applicable institutional operational policies and requirements.

2. The Parties shall set forth an annual joint work program which will
be reviewed pertodically. The work program will draw its content and
focus from the cooperation areas listed in Article Two, including
training and capacity building, seminars and workshops, technical
advisory services, economic and sector studies and researches,
disseminatio1 of information and reports of mutual interest. The
annual jomnt work program will also support the AWI and the
organmization of flagship events such as the bi-annual Arab Feonomic
Social and Davelopmenta! Sumimit.

3. A joint technical commiltee shall be established an.d tasked with
maonitoring the implemeniation of the joint annual work programs. Eor
this purpose, thc commitiee shall convene semi-annually. The
composition iand resporisibilities of the joint committee will be agreed
upon by the Fariics through an exchange of letters by the existing focal
points that wili be responsible {or communication and follow-up.

4. Peniodic meeangs at the highest level shall be held to take stock of
progress in ¢dvancing cooperation between LAS and WB and; il
needed, to refocus the priority areas of cooperation.
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Article Four: Final Provisions:

l.

5.

This MoU may be amended by a written consent of both Partics after
their approval.

_ Either Party may terminate this Mol by virtue of a written notice

promptly communicated to the other Party.

 This MOU does 1ot constitute an agreement or commitment by any

Party tc enter into, or provide support for, any specific activity or
project.

The Parties acknowledge that any and all uses by one Party ot the
other Party’s name shall be done according to a writtcn consent by
the other Party. The Partics understand and agree that neither Party
may use the other Parfy’s name in any manmer whatsoever that
conveys or suggests, directly or ndirectly, endorsement or support of
the Pany or products, documents or scrvices thereof by the other

Party.
“This MoU shall enter into force as of date of signature thereolf.

‘This MoU bas been signed in Sharm El Shcikh on Tuesday

18/1/2011 and made into two Arabic and English original copics.
Both copies have equal determinative effect.
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